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CHAPTER VIII

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE,  CARDINAL MANNING,
CARDINAL NEWMAN,  AND BISHOP  WELBERFORCE

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE was one of the most remarkable women of
the nineteenth century. Even after the merciless examination to
which Lytton Strachey subjects her, her fame and the value of the
work she did remain little diminished. In point of fact Lytton
Strachey's study of Florence Nightingale did much to increase our
interest in this outstanding woman and to reveal her to us as a
more vital person in every way than she had been represented to
be by sentimental Victorians depicting her romantically as "The
Lady with the Lamp."

Nursing always remained her passion and her determination to
obtain what she wanted against all opposition or indifference has
rarely been equalled by any other reformer. Here is an interesting
letter from her to the Rt. Hon. Gathorne-Hardy, part of which is
reproduced in order to reveal through her handwriting her clear
and practical mind.

July 25/66.

Private                                                 25, SOUTH STREET,

PARK LANE,

LONDON, W.
SIR,

I am afraid you will think my writing to you an impertinence
in any case. lam not sure that I should diminish that impertinence
by enclosing letters of introduction from "mutual" friends.

I prefer launching at once into my only real excuse for writing
to you on the reform of Workhouse Infirmaries, which is that I
have been in communication with the Poor Law Board for some
time past on the subject, besides having had opportunities of
discussing it with Mr. Villiers personally.

But my immediate reason for speaking to you at such short
notice is the reading of Dr. Edward Smith's Report* And I need
scarcely say that, if I agreed with its practical proposals I should
probably be the only person who did. He appears to be unacquainted
with the centuries of consecutive experience which have led to
the adoption of a certain minimum of space for the sick and to rest
his argument for returning to the hospital construction of the